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During the months of April and May the district transportation staff held two meetings with non 

public school leaders to discuss the implementation and refinement of a tiered busing plan. Both 

meetings were sparsely attended and did not result in a workable plan.   

During this same period, district staff met with a diverse group of community stakeholders 

including municipal officials, senior citizens and Rabbi Kotler. The outcome of those meetings 

produced a plan that allowed public and non public students the ability to have courtesy busing 

when distance from home to school exceeded .5 miles.  The efficiencies that the district was 

trying to achieve are in line with efficiencies in busing being implemented by other districts 

across the state. Minor changes to the rabbinical college and non public schools' schedules were 

needed to allow the plan to achieve the maximum efficiency with the busing providers.   

The plan had a projected cost of approximately $2.5 million dollars above the anticipated budget 

amount of $12.2 m.   Through a joint effort between the state, the district and the municipality, 

funding was obtained to meet the anticipated additional cost and eliminate the need for a special 

referendum.   

Unfortunately the non public schools decided in early July to abandon the tiered busing 

program.  In a last minute effort to save courtesy busing for public school students and nonpublic 

school students, an emergency meeting was held on July 14 with several of the non public school 

leaders in the hope that non public schools would reconsider their rejection of tiered routes in 

order to reinstate the courtesy busing plan. However the non public schools once again rejected 

the concept of universal tiered busing.  

Without tiered routes, mandatory busing will cost an estimated $12.7 million and if courtesy 

busing was added the total cost is estimated to be about $21 million, an amount that far exceeds 

the district's funding availability. With tiered routes, mandated and courtesy busing combined is 

estimated to cost about $15 million.   

As a result the district will now seek bids for mandatory busing only, consistent with state statute 

and code.  We estimate that approximately 53 % of the public school children will lose courtesy 

busing when school starts in September.    


